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There are no spectators at life's banquet - everyone is at the table, no one is excluded.

President Mary McAleese speaking at Enable Ireland Cork Services on 16 July 2004, taken from Enable Ireland
Newsletter Autumn 2004

http://www.enableireland.ie/info/publication.html [2]

 

Students may have physical disabilities arising from conditions such as congenital deformities, spina bifida and/or
hydrocephalus, muscular dystrophy, cerebral palsy, brittle bones, haemophilia, cystic fibrosis or severe accidental
injury. It is important to state that there is no necessary direct correlation between the degree of physical disability
and the inability to cope with the school curriculum, apart from the elements involving physical activity. Students
with severe physical disability may have minimal special educational needs, while those with minimal physical
disability may have serious learning needs. Physical access can be a major concern for students who have
physical disabilities as those who use wheelchairs, braces, crutches, rolators, canes or prostheses, or those who
fatigue easily may have difficulty moving around a school campus.

The SESS is aware that the range of physical disabilities is wide, and while a selection is presented in this
publication, it is envisaged that information pertaining to other disabilities will be presented in future issues of its
newsletter, CABHAIR, which will be accessible from the main website http://www.sess.ie/ [3]

It is to be noted that there is some repetition in this section with regard to tips for learning and teaching and the
additional references and resources. Such repetition is unavoidable owing to the shared experiences of students
with a range of physical disabilities.
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Brittle Bone Disease [4]
Cerebral Palsy [5]
Muscular Dystrophy [6]
Spina Bifida [7]
Friedreich's Ataxia [8]

 
 
  

         
Address: SESS,  c/o Cork Education Support Centre,  The Rectory, Western Road, Cork Tel: 1850 200 884 - 
Fax: 021 425 5647 - Email: info@sess.ie

Special Education Support Service is an initiative of Teacher Education Section of the Department of Education
and Skills, funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2007-2013,  "Transforming
Ireland - A Better Quality of Life for All".
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