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e Exceptionally Able [1]

e Use differentiated teaching, where the student remains with his/her peers, working with the ~ same class
material, but is also afforded access to differentiated materials that address the  content in more depth.

e Project-based learning can draw on students’ innate drive to learn and consequently increase  motivation.
It permits frequent feedback and opportunities for students to learn from their ~ experience, and it can also
act as a collaborative learning experience with peers that will help  to develop social skills and increase
self-esteem. Projects can be open-ended, thus  encouraging students to engage in the art of inquiry.

e Exceptionally able students may be very verbal in the classroom. Some may want to contribute  more
frequently in class discussions and find it hard to understand that other students may  struggle with areas
that they themselves find easy. Encouraging the students to respect the  opinions and ideas of others can
assist in reducing difficulties in this area.

e Encourage students to manage their own learning. Ask them to discern between what they  did well and
what they could do better in a particular project. Find out what aspects they are  especially proud of. The
emphasis should be on the evaluative component, rather than onthe  grades achieved.

e Give the student opportunities to consider questions/problems to which there are no  definitive answers.

e Give the student access to activities that enrich and extend them (e.g. chess, quizzes, debates,  drama,
etc).
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Invite outside speakers to make presentations and use the topics as a springboard for ongoing  work.
Avoid giving the student repetitious work as this may lead to students slowing down their ~ work rate to avoid
being given extra repetitious work as a ‘reward’ for finishing quickly. Itis  preferable to build extension
activities onto the foundation of what has already been learned  in new ways.

Create opportunities for the student to express what they are learning in non-traditional ways  (e.qg.
PowerPoint® presentations, speeches, web-page productions, inventions, classroom  demonstrations,
exhibitions, etc).

The student could be invited to act as ‘Expert on a Topic’, if they have demonstrated a deep

understanding of a topic/concept/task.

Encourage the creation of school displays and enter competitions in the student’s identified  area(s) of
interest. Competitions provide opportunities for the student to research a topic  beyond its content in the
curriculum and assist in the development of the student’s autonomy.

Compact the curriculum to render it denser and more complex. This involves sifting through  and
streamlining the curriculum in order to challenge students and provide more time for  pursuing accelerated
and/or enriched activities. It also involves establishing a baseline  assessment to ascertain how much of the
prescribed material the students have already = mastered and how to devise a programme of enrichment.
Plan for acceleration by moving the student through the curriculum at a faster pace. This may involve
skipping sections where work has been adequately mastered to move further ahead.

Encourage and facilitate higher-order thinking and questions. Encourage critical thinking in  relation to the
curriculum. Allow the student to look for themes, patterns, main features, etc.

Involve the student in organising co-curricular activities such as exhibitions, cake sales, outside  speakers,
etc. This will assist in the development of skills such as assessment of key issues,  fact finding,
self-management, managing others, managing resources and social skills.

Use information and communication technology to allow the student to work on specific topics  in novel
ways and to enhance the presentation of their work.

The student may enjoy assisting peers with their work, which is valuable in terms of creating  inclusive
school environments. It is important, however, not to overuse this strategy and to  negotiate it with the
students concerned.

Provide opportunities for independent study. However, ensure group work with peers is not  neglected as
this is important in developing students’ social and emotional skills.

Suggest and/or provide supplementary reading on selected topics.
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Address: SESS, c/o Cork Education Support Centre, The Rectory, Western Road, Cork Tel: 1850 200 884 -
Fax: 021 425 5647 - Email: info@sess.ie

Special Education Support Service is an initiative of Teacher Education Section of the Department of Education
and Skills, funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2007-2013, "Transforming
Ireland - A Better Quality of Life for All".
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