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Categories of Special Educational Need — Teaching and Learning

This section outlines how differing categories of special educational need (from menu on left) impact on teaching
and learning. It also offers tips for teaching, along with additional resources and references.

Categorising the complex and diverse nature of disability in this form is not intended to equate individuals with
disability labels. Rather, these categories act as signposts that enable teachers to negotiate the social,
psychological and biological factors that affect each individual pupil’s learning and unique needs.

The strategies outlined are not exclusive to any category, or indeed to special educational needs, and should be
used in conjunction with a number of key publications:

Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties - A Continuum of Support: Guidelines for Teachers (NEPS,
2010)
Click here for NEPS Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties [PDF - 1.89MB] [1]

A Continuum of Support for Post-Primary Schools: Guidelines for Teachers (NEPS, 2010)
Click here for NEPS Continuum of Support Guidelines, Post-primary [PDF - 646KB] [2]

A Continuum of Support for Post-Primary Schools: Resource Pack for Teachers (NEPS, 2010)
Click here for NEPS Continuum of Support Resource Pack, Post-primary [PDF, 473KB] [3]

Inclusion of Students with Special Educational Needs: Post Primary Guidelines (DES, 2007)
Click here for DES Post Primary Guidelines [PDF - 3.25MB] [4]

A Continuum of Support (NEPS, 2007)
Click here for NEPS Continuum of Support [PDF - 296KB] [5]

Circular SP ED 02/05 (DES, 2005)
Click here for Circular SP ED 02/05 [PDF - 437KB] [6]

Learning Support Guidelines (DES, 2000)
Click here for Learning Support Guidelines [PDF - 474KB] [7]

Other documentation is available in Documents and Publications [8].
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[9]To view PDF documents you will need to download Adobe Reader [9] from the Adobe

website.
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http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Documents_Publications/neps_besd_continuum_teacher_guide.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Documents_Publications/neps_post_primary_continuum_teacher_guide.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Documents_Publications/neps_post_primary_continuum_resource_pack.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Documents_Publications/insp_inclusion_students_sp_ed_needs_pp_guidelines.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Documents_Publications/neps_special_needs_resource_pack.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Documents_Publications/Circular_SP_02_05.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Documents_Publications/Learning_Support_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/documents-and-publications
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
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Address: SESS, c/o Cork Education Support Centre, The Rectory, Western Road, Cork Tel: 1850 200 884 - Fax:
021 425 5647 - Email: info@sess.ie

Special Education Support Service is an initiative of Teacher Education Section of the Department of Education
and Skills, funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2007-2013, "Transforming
Ireland - A Better Quality of Life for All".
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