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Introduction

This section provides an overview of Assistive Technology (AT). While AT refers to any device or system that helps
to improve the functional capacity of people with disabilities, this section deals primarily with computer-related
applications.

Assistive technology is a very broad field and may range from the very simple to the very complex. It may be
divided into high, medium and low-tech categories:

'low-tech' refers to unsophisticated and largely non-electronic devices, such as a laptop stand
'medium-tech' devices are more complicated but are used by those by pupils with some degree of
independent functioning. Adaptive computer peripherals, such as alternative mice or keyboards, will usually
come within this category
high-tech' devices include sophisticated communication and computer control systems. At this end of the AT
range, considerable specialist training and support will be necessary, and pupils with little independent
functioning or communication ability will be the main users.

This section is a starting point and provides indicators on the range of considerations involved in finding an
appropriate 'fit' for the technology within the life of a pupil and school. These may include assessment, training,
on-going support, the characteristics of the school and, above all, the pupil. Where the full benefits of the
technology can be realised it can be enormously advantageous for the pupil by liberating them to achieve their
optimum potential. Such a result can also be a most rewarding experience for everybody concerned.

Some content in this section is courtesy of the SOLAS SIP Project, Boherbue Comprehensive School, which was
funded by the National Centre for Technology in Education [2] under the Schools IT2000 Initiative. 

AT - Possibilities and limitations [3]
Factors to Consider when Deciding on AT [4]

Factors to consider - The Pupil [5]
Factors to consider - Matching Technology and pupil [6]
Factors to consider - Home Circumstances [7]
Factors to consider - Cognitive Ability [8]
Factors to consider - Ergonomics [9]
Factors to consider - Inclusive Curriculum [10]
Factors to consider - Other Factors to Consider [11]

Assistive Technology - Tools and Applications - Overview [12]
Assistive Technology - Tools and Applications - Keyboards [13]
Assistive Technology - Tools and Applications - The Mouse [14]
Assistive Technology - Tools and Applications - Voice Recognition [15]
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Assistive Technology - Tools and Applications - Touch Screens [16]
Assistive Technology - Tools and Applications - Switches and Scanning [17]
Assistive Technology - Tools and Applications - On-Screen Keyboards [18]
Assistive Technology - Tools and Applications - Visual Impairment [19]
Assistive Technology - Tools and Applications - Hearing Impairment [20]
Assistive Technology - Tools and Applications - Speech Impairment [21]

Appendix 1 - Online AT-Related Resources [22]
Appendix 2 - Acronyms and Abbreviations [23]

 
  

         
Address: SESS,  c/o Cork Education Support Centre,  The Rectory, Western Road, Cork Tel: 1850 200 884 - 
Fax: 021 425 5647 - Email: info@sess.ie

Special Education Support Service is an initiative of Teacher Education Section of the Department of
Education and Skills, funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2007-2013, 
"Transforming Ireland - A Better Quality of Life for All".
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