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Students with mild general learning disabilities have significantly below-average general intellectual functioning.
This is reflected in a slow rate of maturation, reduced learning capacity and inadequate social adjustment. Mild
general learning disability may also manifest itself in delayed conceptual development, difficulties in expressing
ideas and feelings in words, a limited ability to abstract and generalise what they learn, limited attention-span and
poor retention ability, slow speech and language development, and an underdeveloped sense of spatial
awareness. Students may experience difficulty with reading, writing and comprehension and have poor
understanding of mathematical concepts. A student with a mild general learning disability is likely to struggle with
both the content and presentation of his/her work.

Some students may display poor adaptive behaviour, inappropriate or immature personal behaviour, low
self-esteem, emotional disturbance, general clumsiness and lack of co-ordination of fine- and gross-motor skills.
Students’ self-esteem can be affected, particularly when they enter post-primary provision, which may result in
unacceptable behaviour as a way of avoiding failure. Insofar as IQ (Intelligence Quotient) may be used as an
indicator of mild general learning disability, such students’ cognitive functionings range from 1Q 50 to 70 on
standardised 1Q tests. Remember that each student is different — what works for one may not work for another.

Address: SESS, c/o Cork Education Support Centre, The Rectory, Western Road, Cork Tel: 1850 200 884 - Fax:
021 425 5647 - Email: info@sess.ie

Special Education Support Service is an initiative of Teacher Education Section of the Department of Education
and Skills, funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2007-2013, "Transforming
Ireland - A Better Quality of Life for All".
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