Muscular Dystrophy

SPECIAL EDUCATI®N
SUPPORT SERVICE

building on ability

Muscular Dystrophy

e Physical Disabilities [1]

Everyday Thom endures a great deal of pain, but he never complains. He just lives each day to the fullest ...
he has taught me so much ... He is truly a hero in my eyes and | love him so very much.

Taken from Living with MD by Leslie, whose husband has muscular dystrophy
http://www.geocities.com/SiliconValley/L akes/1992/md.html [2]

Muscular dystrophy is a collective term for a variety of neuromuscular conditions characterised by the progressive
deterioration and wasting of muscle fibres. There are two main types of muscular dystrophy: Duchenne muscular
dystrophy and Myotonic muscular dystrophy. The main characteristic of muscular dystrophy is a progressive
weakening of the muscles; the child at birth appears quite normal but as growth occurs and muscles deteriorate the
child becomes noticeably weaker. Duchenne muscular dystrophy is a progressive, life-limiting condition in which a
significant change in the student’s abilities is seen over the years. While intellectual impairment may occur with
some students with Duchenne muscular dystrophy, it only affects a minority of students.
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Muscular Dystrophy

Address: SESS, c/o Cork Education Support Centre, The Rectory, Western Road, Cork Tel: 1850 200 884 - Fax:
021 425 5647 - Email: info@sess.ie

Special Education Support Service is an initiative of Teacher Education Section of the Department of Education
and Skills, funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2007-2013, "Transforming
Ireland - A Better Quality of Life for All".
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