Tips for Learning and Teaching

00
9 @

SPECIAL EDUCATI®N
SUPPORT SERVICE

building on ability

Tips for Learning and Teaching

e Down's Syndrome [1]

\\.I

¥

4% ™
e

Students with Down syndrome have strong visual learning modalities. Teaching reading to students with Down
syndrome should be characterised by a strong emphasis on visual learning. Visual demonstrations, pictures
and illustrations can also be successfully used to assist in providing effective instruction in other subject areas
of the curriculum.

e The teaching of phonics and phonological awareness should not be neglected.

e The use of manipulatives and activity learning can be beneficially employed in the development of number
concepts. Numicon®© visually-based mathematic materials have been developed with particular reference to
the learning strengths and needs of the student with Down syndrome.

e |tis important that high expectations and predictability characterise all learning and teaching opportunities.

e Students with Down syndrome generally demonstrate good social skills, which can be constructively utilised to
increase learning and teaching opportunities.

e Tactile demonstrations and activities also appeal to many students with Down syndrome.

¢ Directly teach timetables, routines and school rules to students.

e Speak directly to the student, using clear language and short sentences, and use appropriate and
unambiguous facial expressions.

¢ Allow adequate time for the student to process language and respond.

e Structure learning and teaching opportunities to enable the student to engage in tasks with other students,
who can act as appropriate role models.

Be aware that the student may become unnecessarily dependent through the availability of excessive
one-to-one support.

The SESS has a range of tips on learning and teaching in relation to Down syndrome. Information was compiled

from a wide range of sources, details of which can be viewed here

The SESS reminds teachers that the tips for learning and teaching presented are not necessarily exclusive to
Down syndrome and should be used by teachers after an assessment of the learning and teaching needs of each
pupil.

1. Information on difficulties associated with the learning of Mathematics (PDF - 138 KB) [2]
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http://www.sess.ie/category/website-terms/categories/assessed-syndromes/downs-syndrome
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Categories/Downs_Syndrome/DS__PossibleMathsDifficulties.pdf

Tips for Learning and Teaching

Tips on the teaching of number (PDF - 104 KB) [3]

Tips on the acquisition of basic skills in Maths (PDF - 125 KB) [4]

Tips on behaviour management strategies (PDF - 171 KB) [5]

Tips on the modification of worksheets/written text (PDF - 123 KB) [6]

Tips on the acquisition of sight vocabulary and meaningful words (PDF - 124 KB) [7]

Tips that may assist teachers in the promotion of oral language (PDF - 119 KB) [8]

Observation Window for parents that may help in planning (PDF - 111 KB) [9]

Tips to consider when teaching the pupil in Post-primary school (PDF - 112 KB) [10]

Down Syndrome Sources for Information sheets compiled by Fidelma Brady (PDF - 132 KB) [11]

Address: SESS, c/o Cork Education Support Centre, The Rectory, Western Road, Cork Tel: 1850 200 884 -
Fax: 021 425 5647 - Email: info@sess.ie

Special Education Support Service is an initiative of Teacher Education Section of the Department of Education
and Skills, funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2007-2013, "Transforming
Ireland - A Better Quality of Life for All".
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http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Categories/Downs_Syndrome/DS_TeachingNumber.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Categories/Downs_Syndrome/DS_AcquiringBasicMathsSkills.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Categories/Downs_Syndrome/DS_BehaviourStrategies.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Categories/Downs_Syndrome/DS_ModifyingWorksheets.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Categories/Downs_Syndrome/DS_P_LearingtoRead.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Categories/Downs_Syndrome/DS_StrategiestoPromoteLanguage.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Categories/Downs_Syndrome/DS_ObservationWindowParents.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Categories/Downs_Syndrome/DS_PP_TipsToConsider.pdf
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Categories/Downs_Syndrome/DS_Sources_FidelmaBrady.pdf
mailto:info@sess.ie

