Development Verbal Dyspraxia (DVD)

It sounds like your son is making really good progress with his language development.
You must be very proud of him, especially as he knows he is doing so well and is so
pleased with himself.
Taken from a message of 27 April 2003 posted to Mumsnet Discussions – verbal dyspraxia
http://www.mumsnet.com/Talk/8/7503
Developmental Verbal Dyspraxia (DVD) is used in Ireland and the UK to describe the same condition
referred to in the USA as developmental apraxia of speech (DAS) or childhood apraxia of speech
(CAS).
Speech and language therapists are the appropriate professionals to assess a child’s speech and
language skills and to diagnose verbal dyspraxia, where appropriate. Some children may have other
overlapping neurodevelopmental disorders including Dyspraxia/DCD.
According to the DSM-5 (2013:44) Verbal Dyspraxia is a term used for speech production problems
and is included in the DSM-5 Communication Disorders section as “Speech Sound Disorder”.
DVD is essentially an expressive language disorder where it may be diﬃcult to understand what the
student is trying to say. In severe cases the student’s speech may be unintelligible. The student with
DVD frequently struggles to produce words or sounds, and facial distortions may accompany his/her
struggle to produce targeted sounds. The student may have a limited range of consonant and vowel
sounds. Speech may be slow and lacking in normal phrasing and intonation, and as a result the
student’s speech may sound very ﬂat and what he/she is communicating may not sound very
interesting, with the result that the student may not communicate what was intended.
The student with DVD often has diﬃculty producing on request the speech sounds and phrases he/she
is capable of producing in spontaneous speech. Students may have problems with modulating speech
volume (too loud/too quiet). Students frequently communicate using short simple sentence
structures. Students may be slow to initiate communication and may be reluctant to communicate
verbally, particularly in group situations. Some students appear expressionless and in addition may
have diﬃculties interpreting facial and body language. DVD may impact on a student’s willingness to
interact with peers, which has an impact on the development of age appropriate social skills.
Students may present with limited concentration and attention in school. Students may also have
problems following directions and instructions, acquiring vocabulary and learning grammar.
Diﬃculties are likely to be experienced with the acquisition of reading skills, particularly in the initial
stages of learning, and the learning of spellings may also be aﬀected, with speech distortions
impacting on the student’s production of required sound sequences. These diﬃculties undermine the
student’s writing ability. Furthermore, diﬃculties in organising and sequencing expressive language
to express thoughts and ideas will impact on the ability to write longer passages, and this will have
signiﬁcant consequences at post-primary level.

Diagnostic criteria for “Speech Sound Disorder” (DSM-5, 2013:44)
A. Persistent diﬃculty with speech sound production that interferes with speech intelligibility or
prevents verbal communication of messages.
B. The disturbance causes limitations in eﬀective communication that interfere in social
communication, academic achievement or occupational performance, individually or in any
combination.
C. Onset of symptoms is in the early developmental period.
D. The diﬃculties are not attributable to congenital or acquired conditions, such as Cerebral Palsy,
cleft palate, deafness or hearing loss, traumatic brain injury or other medical or neurological
conditions.
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