
Stepping Stones 
Transition Programme

GUIDEBOOK FOR PR ACTITIONERS 

SUPPORTING PARENTS & CHILDREN 
WITH THE TRANSITION TO PRIMARY SCHOOL

INTEGRATION OF SERVICES AND CONTINUUM OF CARE DEMONSTRATION MODEL FOR CHILDREN 0-6 YEARS

DUBLIN SOUTH WEST INNER CITY NEYAI CONSORTIUM



2

The Dublin South West Inner City ‘Parent 
and Child Hub’ is a universal preventative 
family support service delivery initiative 
open to all parents of children aged from 
zero to six years living in the Dublin South 
West Inner City area. The model was 
developed in the context of the Dublin 
South West Inner City National Early 
Years Access Initiative (NEYAI) project: 
Integration of Services and Continuum of 
Care Demonstration Model for Children 
0-6 Years undertaken in the Dublin South 
West Inner City area by a Consortium of 
11 partners: 

• Barnardos Rialto Family Centre (lead 
agency)

• Dublin City Childcare Committee
• Fatima Children’s Day Care Centre
• Health Services Executive Speech and 

Language Therapy Department
• St Joseph’s Pre-school
• Dolphin House Crèche
• Tír na nÓg Pre-school
• Department of Clinical Speech and 

Language Studies Trinity College Dublin  
• Rialto Springboard Project
• St James’s National School
• Early Childhood Ireland

The aim of Parent and Child Hub is to 
support and improve preventative service 
delivery to children 0-6 years through 
providing them and their parents with 
multiple access points to universal 
support. These include those services that 
might in the first instance help prevent 
problems from arising for the family and 
those that could help identify problems 

and supports needed at an early stage. 
At the core of the ‘Parent and Child Hub’ 
model is  supporting the parent as the 
child’s  ‘key  primary support’  to support 
their child  and the recognition that better 
outcomes for children can be achieved 
through supporting their parents.

The approach is based on progressive 
universalism, which involves combining 
universal services with targeted 
interventions for parents and children 
with additional needs. Interventions at 
this level aim to strengthen informal 
support networks which in turn can lead to 
better outcomes for children.

The ‘Parent and Child Hub’ is underpinned 
by the  Dublin South West Inner City 
NEYAI consortium partners’ approach 
to integrated working which  involves 
services the working together as one 
unit with the goal of enhancing front-
line service provision to meet the needs 
of children 0-6 years and their families  
in the area.  The aim is to harness the 
collective efficiency and effectiveness 
of the partners to provide a seamless 
continuum of services to children 
aged zero to six and their families. The 
approach is based on the premise that 
integrated working can lead to better 
functioning of front-line services which 
in turn can lead to better outcomes for 
children.

For those accessing services through 
Parent and Child Hub, the experience 
should be seamless, needs-driven and 

Overview of Parent Child Hub
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Level 1 Universal Service Provision – 
The Parent and Child Hub

TARGETED SERVICE PROVISION

TARGETED SERVICE PROVISION

SPECIALIST SERVICE PROVISION

Level 2 Low to Vulnerable needs

Level 3 High to Complex needs

Level 4 Complex to Acute needs

Referral on

based within the local community. The  
Parent and Child Hub makes a range of 
resources, supports and experiences locally 
accessible by parents, including:

• guidance and support relating to  
parenting and child development;

• signposting to other resources, services 
and supports;

• Stay and Play groups providing 
opportunities in the community for 
children 0-3  and   parents to come together 
to share experiences and learn;

• The Stepping Stones Transition 
Programme to support children with their 
transition from   pre-school to School 

• The Take the Learning home Programme  
supporting  children  in junior infants  
through  improved parent- school 
partnerships

• Supporting Speech Development And 
Language Acquisition in the  pre-school 
through Speech and Language Therapy 
and Pre-school Collaboration  ( Pre-School) 
Link Service 
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Why Support Transitions?
Starting something new can be difficult for adults to cope with, so imagine how children must feel? Changing jobs, 
relocating, joining a new group, these can all be challenging for anyone. What to expect? Where to go? These are all 
natural anxieties and questions we can have.

“For a child, who has no previous building blocks of knowledge of experiencing new things, new encounters can be 
difficult. This is especially the case if they are handled poorly by adults taking care of them, and in some instances this 
may lead to long-term behaviour and health issues” (Graham,2012)

Early Years Educators, Primary School Teachers and Parents play an important role in ensuring continuity of care for 
each individual child. Transitions can be stressful for some children and they need to be supported in the process. We 
need to help children manage transitions and benefit from the opportunities presented by new situations.

The White Paper on Early Childhood Education (DES,1999a) recognises, for children that have difficulty  making the 
transition to school the gap between them and their peers usually widen over time. 

Therefore adults have a major role in supporting children with transitions to ensure, there is a reduction in academic 
failure, that, children have higher level of confidence, self control and social skills.

Introduction
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Integration is about building good foundations and infrastructure to enhance relationships between services.

A key learning for the consortium is that trust between services is the “keystone” to integration success. Trust is 
something that should not be assumed and spending time on relationship building is required in order to build trust. It 
has been identified that this is important not just amongst the managers with responsibility for individual services, but 
also for front line staff, senior management and boards of organisations. It is the experience of this consortium that the 
commitment of “the whole organisation” to integrated working and not “individuals of the organisation” is essential in 
ensuring that integrated working becomes imbedded in organisational practice. 

Transition Working Group
In May 2013 a Transition Working Group was established, this consisted of 4 Early Years Services involved in the 
consortium and 2 primary schools in the local area. It was important to have front line staff on the transition working 
group.  The aim of the Transition Working Group is to:

Facilitate smoother transitions for children, parents, teachers and early year’s professionals  
from Preschool to Primary School using an interagency model.

Key to getting started is a commitment to and genuine interest in supporting transitions. Every service and school 
invests time and resources to work together and develop the programme . The Transition Working Group had very clear 
actions plans and efficient one hour meetings on a regular fortnightly basis. 

Key elements to the Transition Working Group Meetings included:

• action planning  

• 1 hour meetings 

• clear  and realistic agenda

• commitment  of the members

The Transition Working Group began by sharing information on what each of the services already had in place to 
support transitions. The Transition Working Group built on these supports and ideas to strengthen the pieces of work 
already established.  An agreed Area Transition Programme Plan was developed with a number of key strands. These 
will be explained in detail through out this guidebook.

Getting Started
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What We Did...
Transition working group developed an Area Transition Programme with a number of key elements. The group were 
inspired by other transition programmes nationally such as “Little Steps to Big School Project” from Louth County 
Childcare Committee, Louth Leader Partnership and Dundalk Institute of Technology and built on these ideas. 

Transitions for children and parents are supported through many strands.

Figure 1.1 which demonstrates all the strands to the programme below:

Figure 1.1  Stepping Stones Transition Programme Strands
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Transition Resource Box

School Visits

Parent Talks

Child’s Voice

Take The Learning Home

Transitions Programme Timeline
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Stepping Stones transition programme links to Aistear the Early Childhood Curriculum framework. The four themes of 
Aistear are included;

Well-being 
Children’s sense of well-being is developed through their interactions and relationships with others. “Children need to 
feel valued, respected, empowered, cared for and included” (Aistear,2006). Stepping Stones prompts children’s well-being 
by actively engaging children in the programme through visits to schools, child’s voice, the transition resource box and 
take the learning home.

Identity and Belonging
Children’s positive sense of self is very important, as adults we play a role ensuring we support, build their identity and 
sense of belonging. Stepping Stones encourages children and families to feel part of their child’s early years service and 
wider community. This gives children a positive sense of belonging so they feel emotionally strong, self-assured and 
have the ability to deal with challenges and difficulties such as transitions. 

Communicating
Children communicate in a variety of ways; non-verbally, talking, listening, thinking and understanding. Stepping 
Stones prompts communication in many ways using the transition resource box, visits, talks and take the learning home 
sessions.  It enriches their experience of transitions and helps children become confident and competent communicators. 

Exploring and thinking 
Children use exploring and thinking skills to make sense of the world round them. Providing children with 
opportunities to develop and experience these skills is crucial. Stepping Stones gives children real experiences of school 
environments, it allows them to meet teachers and ask questions. Stepping Stones Transition Resource Box provides lots 
of opportunities for play experiences to help children make new discoveries and prepare for their move to school.

Aistear
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Stepping Stones Transition Programme is directly linked to the standards outlined in Síolta the National Quality 
Framework for Early Childhood Education. 

Standard 13 Transitions is the most relevant standard to this programme but it also links too many of the  other  
Standards within Síolta including Parents and Families, Play, Curriculum, communication, identity and belonging to 
name a few.

Standard 13: Transitions
“Ensuring continuity of experiences for children requires policies, procedures and practice that promote 

sensitive management of transitions, consistency in key relationships, liaison within and between settings, the 
keeping and transfer of relevant information (with parental consent), and the close involvement of parents and, 

where appropriate, relevant professionals.”

Within Standard 13: transitions there are 4 components. Throughout the Stepping stones Programme each one of these 
components are considered. The next section outlines the components and some examples of the links the programme 
makes to the components.

Component 13.1
Smooth transitions are facilitated and promoted through the provision of consistent key relationships within the setting. 

In each Early Years Service the Transition Working Group ensure children have consistent adults throughout the year, 
these secure attachment relationships help support children’s transitions

Component 13.2
The setting promotes smooth transitions by ensuring there is appropriate liaison within the settings and between 
settings.

Links and communication with the Primary school and early year’s services happens on a regular basis through the 
Transition working group meetings. The stepping Stones programme encourages schools and services to transferring 
information to one another trough Transition Resource Form.

Component 13.3
Parents, children and relevant professionals are consulted and involved in ensuring that transitions are made as smooth 
as possible for children

Stepping Stone programme uses many elements to consult with parents, children and other professionals. Parent talks, 
child’s voice, visits to schools and Transition working group meetings are all excellent examples how this component is 
supported.

Component 13.4
The setting has written records of policies, procedures and actions regarding transitions within the setting, and makes 
them available to all stakeholders. Transition policy and procedures are implemented in each service. An example a 
Transition Policy can be found in the Resource section.

9

Síolta
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Reflection:
“The Transition Box is a fun and interactive resource 

to use with children, it gave me lots of play based 
activities to use with children during our preschool 
day. The children really enjoyed role playing school 

scenarios with each other.”



Aim
The aim of the Transition Resource Box is to provide Early Year Services with practical materials to support children in 
preschool with their move to a Primary School Setting. 

What We Did
The Transition Working Group meet and agreed resources to be used in the Transition resource box. The Transition 
Working Group got inspiration for other county childcare committee’s that had also developed these resource boxes.  
Materials gathered included……photo book, snap cards, jigsaws, story books, Transfer froms, school uniforms etc. A full 
description of these is in the resource section of this manual. 

How we did it
Each member of the Transition Working Group took responsibility to gather material. For example the HSCL Co-
ordinators took pictures of their school settings to create photo books. The Transition Working Group developed a 
transfer form to help give a snap shot of the child’s progress and strengths which are given to the Junior Infant Teacher 
prior to the child starting school. School bags and other resource were purchased and added to the resource box.  Each 
Early Years Service involved in the Transition Working Group received their own resource box which can be added to 
over time. 

Early Years Practitioner - Think About it...
Materials you already have in your service…..can these be added to the box? Old school uniforms….ask parents 

to dig them out! Get creative with art materials and design displays of local uniforms to help the children 
identify with the school they are going too. Why not add a school corner to your play environment!

Transition Resource Box
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Reflection:
“ I now have a better understanding of what happens 

in the junior infants classroom and feel I am in a better 
position to answer parents questions and concerns.”



Aim
The Transition Working Group decided it would be of great benefit for the children to visit a number of local schools to 
experience a school setting.

What we did
The Transition Working Group meet and arrange dates and times that would suit the children to visit the local Primary 
Schools.  

How we did it
Early Years Teams prepared the children for the visits by discussing what to expect when visiting the school, it was made 
enjoyable by using the props in our transitions boxes. 

On the day of the school visits staff and parents walked with the children to the schools were they got a big welcome from 
the Principal and Teachers. The children were shown around the school and invited into the classroom to join the junior 
infants.  The preschool children sat among the junior infants and took part in activities with them.  After the class room 
visits the children explored the outdoor area.  On the way back to the Early Years Services there was lots of excitement 
and chat from the children and parents about school.

Early Years Practitioner - Think About it...
When arranging visits remember services and schools have busy schedules such as school events, holidays etc. 

So planning well in advance is essential!

School Visits
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Reflection:
“I felt comfortable to ask questions and was I made  

feel my questions were important.”

“I now know what the Home School  
Liaison teacher does.” 



Aim
Give parents an opportunity to meet Primary school team in a familiar setting – this can be Junior Infants Teacher, 
Principal or HSCL Co-ordinator.  Parents meet primary school team to ask any questions or concerns they have around 
their child starting school.

What we did
Meeting times were arranged between the Home School Community Liaison (HSCL) Co-ordinators and the Early Years 
Service through the relevant contacts on the Transition Working Group.

How we did it
Early Years Service invited the parents of the children moving on to primary school to Parent Talks being held in their 
services. The meetings took place in the preschool settings. Refreshments were provided for parents. The meetings 
were very informal. Parents/guardians were encouraged to ask questions. They were given an opportunity to voice their 
anxieties and also express their hopes and excitement for the next stage in their child’s life.

Think About it...
When you’re going to hold your Parent Talks – arrival time can work well for parents.

The children came up with a wide variety of questions and these were written down by their Early Years 
Practitioner. The teachers visited the children and spent lots of time chatting to them and answering all their 

questions.  Each child was supported to ask questions they had prepared, every voice was heard. 

Some of the questions asked were:

“Where is the playground and how long do we get to play?”

“Will there be circle time?”

“Will there be pictures on the walls?”

“Is there someone to cut the grass?”

Parent Talks
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Reflection:
“It was great to meet all the children and explore their 
curiosity about starting school, they made us think of 
things we normally would never consider, like  do you 
have plasters in your school, where are the tissues, do 

we get lunch?”



Aim
To include and promote each child’s own voice in their transition to primary school. 

What We Did…
The Transition Working Group planned for teachers to visits the children in their preschool room. It was decided that 
these talks would take place on the same day as the Parent Talks as the Primary School teacher/HSCL Co-ordinator was 
already on site.

How We Did It…
At group time the Early Years Practitioners prepared the children for visits from the Primary School. It was clear that the 
children had their own thoughts and concerns about the big move.

The children came up with a wide variety of questions and these were written down by their Early Years Practitioner. The 
teachers visited the children and spent lots of time chatting to them and answering all their questions.  Each child was 
supported to ask questions they had prepared, every voice was heard. 

Some of the questions asked were:

“Where is the playground and how long  
do we get to play?”

“Will there be circle time?”

“Will there be pictures on the walls?”

“Is there someone to cut the grass?”

Think About it...
•  Supporting children that might be shy, they may need support to ask their question to the teacher

•  Use props from the Transitions Resource Box to help open up conversation about school

The Child’s Voice
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Reflection:
“I can’t wait to go on the big slide in my new school”   

- Child’s reflection

“Children were really excited to meet teachers from 
another school, they were seemed to be reassured and 

happy with the teachers answers”  
- Early Years Practitioner Reflection 



Aim
The aim of TLH is to support parents with their child’s transitions to Primary school and strength the parent-school 
relationship. It encourages parents to gain hands on experience of how children learn in the Junior Infants year and 
empowers parents to get actively involved in the school setting.

What We Did…
The programme was designed by members of the Transitions Working Group . The programme took inspiration from a 
similar programme in Barnardos in Athlone called Building Bridges. The HSCL and Project Worker planned, facilated 
and evaluated sessions on a weekly basis. A guidebook with sessions outline is now available.

How We Did It…
An eight week programme was facilitated by the HSCL and Project Worker from Barnardos Rialto Family Centre. Four 
sessions were run with parents covering activities such as meeting school team, explore parents experience of school 
and expectations for their children. We delve into Aistear, The National Early Childhood Curriculum Framework and the 
Primary School Curriculum. Parents were introduced to classroom based activities and get first hand experiences of how 
children learn in school environment. 

The last four sessions were parent-child groups. The parents carry out classroom activities with the children and 
discovered how learning is promoted in the classroom. Two of these sessions are classroom based so parents get to see 
what happens in the classroom environment! 

Take the Learning Home
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Final Reflections:
“The process has helped build up relationships between 
the primary schools and the Early Years settings in the 
area. Staff in both primary schools and preschools have 

gained insights into how each setting works and how 
we can work together to ease the transition to  

primary school.”   
- HSCL Coordinator Primary

“It is great to now know what happens in the schools, 
I have worked in this area for years and never stepped 
inside any of the local schools. Since starting working 

on Transitions with the school and other services I 
now know the principals, teachers, school environment 

and have links with other Early Years Services. It has 
been a fantastic way to network and share learning. 

Mostly it has really helped us to support children with 
transitions and it is now part of our yearly planning.”  

- Early Years Practitioner Reflection 



A survey was carried out in schools and early years services’ exploring the benefits Stepping Stones Transition 
Programme has for children, parents, early years services and schools, below is some of this feedback…

Children
• Children are more confident about the next step of their learning journey when transitions are supported well

• Children have real experiences of school settings and meeting teachers

• Children are excited about moving to school

• Transitions are smoother for children and they are familiar with what to expect 

Parents
• Feel supported

• Parents are actively involved in support their child’s  transition process… i.e. attending visits, parent talks

• Parents can make connections with the locals schools (HSCL) and meet teachers in familiar surroundings  
(preschool settings)

• Anxieties about their child starting primary school are reduced

• Parents are better informed about what happens in Junior Infants

• Parents feel more confident, comfortable and knowledgeable 

Early Years Service/Schools
• Have lots of resources to support children with transitions

• Practitioners can plan more effectively to support parents and children with transition opportunities

• Stronger links with the local schools and early years services

• Strengthened understanding of practice between setting through sharing information and visits

• Schools and Early Years Services  have greater  respect for each others role’s in education

• Schools meet children in their familiar environment and have an opportunity to meet children and families  
before the move to school

• Information is shared with the schools through transition form before children start school  giving them  
a snap shot of the child

• Children’s transitions to school are a lot smoother because of the support, time and planning given to it. 

Think About it...
•  Holding an information session for parents to give them an overview of the programme

•  Best time to run the group 

•  Give time to plan, prepare and evaluate sessions

Benefits for...
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Transition Resource Box
The Transition Working Group sourced 46l Clear Storage Boxes. These were used to gather materials and resources to 
support children in the preschool setting with Transition to primary school. These are practical resources which can be 
added to and adapted.

So what’s in the box?

Photo Book
This is a picture book with real photos of local schools that can help children engage in conversation about going to 
school. The HSCL Co-ordinator from each primary school took pictures of classrooms, playgrounds, toilets, cloak rooms, 
lunches etc. Photo books were designed by the Transition Working Group using online websites.

Snap cards
Snap cards have been designed using the images from the schools. These can help the children become familiar with the 
school environments and can be easily introduced through play activities. The snap cards were ordered online.

Jigsaws
Jigsaws were created online using photographs, such as school hall or school entrance you can get creative with this and 
add jigsaws to your play environment.

Transfer Forms
Transfer forms have been designed to give schools and teachers a snap shot of the child’s progress and strengths. The 
forms are signed by the preschool team with consent from parents and give teachers an insight into the child’s strengths 
and abilities.

Story books
You can find lots of interesting story books about going to school. We included books that were already in preschool 
rooms. These books can be introduced to the Book area and read at story time.

Other props
In the resource box you can also find other materials to help fire up some interesting chitchat about school. Some other 
items we included are: local school uniforms, lunch boxes and pencils. The possibilities are endless.

Thinking outside the box
All the materials can be added to the preschool environment as children start talking about school. A school corner 
instead of a home corner could be an interesting area. Uniforms and school bags can be added to dress up areas. Books to 
the book corner, pictures of schools and snap cards can be added to the preschool room. 
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Resources: 
Transition Resource Box
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Parent Child Hub
Love, Learn, Grow
DUBLIN SOUTH WEST INNER CITY NEVAI PROJECT

Name of Child: Date of Birth:

Name of Preschool: Preschool Contact No:

Transition Form
Preschool - Primary School

1. Language, Literacy & Communication Yes Still Developing Waiting to Observe

1.1 I can speak clearly and confidently

1.2 I can listen to and enjoy stories

1.3 I can use a good range of vocabulary

1.4 I am able to speak up at news/circle time

1.5 I make eye contact when speaking

1.6 I can recite rhymes and songs

1.7 I enjoy pretend play with my friends

1.8 I can ask questions and ask for help when needed

1.9 I can answer the questions that I am asked

Comments/More Information

2. Social & Emotional Skills Yes Still Developing Waiting to Observe

2.1 I have the confidence to speak to visitors

2.2 I am comfortable about my feelings

2.3 I can take part in activities

2.4 I can mix and play happily with other children

2.5 I can co-operate and take turns with other children

2.6 I get along well with my teachers

2.7 I can share and solve problems with my friends

2.8 I understand rules and routines

2.9 I take pleasure in my own success

Comments/More Information

3. Independence and Self-help Skills Yes Still Developing Waiting to Observe

3.1 I can finish a task by myself

3.2 I can choose my own activity

3.3 I can follow directions

3.4 I can use the bathroom and wash my hands

3.5 I can look after my things

3.6 I can manage my lunch well

3.7 I can tidy up after myself

3.8 I can happily work alone or with friends

3.9 I look after my things

Comments/More Information
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Parent Child Hub
Love, Learn, Grow
DUBLIN SOUTH WEST INNER CITY NEVAI PROJECT

Supervisor Sign: Date:

Key Worker: Date:

Parent(s) Sign: Date:

Transition Form
Preschool - Primary School

4. Thinking Skills Yes Still Developing Waiting to Observe

4.1 I can recognise my name

4.2 I know my colours

4.3 I know my shapes

4.4 I can count to 5 or more

4.5 I can complete jigsaws

4.6 I can hold a pencil properly 

4.7 I can remember songs and rhymes

4.8 I can understand matching, sorting and ordering

4.9 I am happy to learn

Comments/More Information

5. Fine & Gross Motor Skills Yes Still Developing Waiting to Observe

5.1 I have good hand eye co-ordination

5.2 I can use a pencil or crayon to draw or write

5.3 I can thread beads and work on a peg board

5.4 I can use a scissors

5.5 I enjoy sand and water

5.6 I have good balance

5.7 I can run and ride a bike

5.8 I can hop and dance

5.9 I can catch and throw a ball

Comments/More Information

Any other relevant information which may help support child into Primary school:  
speech & language referrals, under 5’s need assessment, dietary requirement, other siblings/family in school, etc.

Parental Consent: 

I understand that this information will be shared with ____________________________ Primary School and I/we give permission for the sharing of 

information to help my child ____________________________ with the transition to school.

Parent (1) Sign ____________________________ Parent (2) Sign ____________________________





School Readiness

1.  Your Child is ready for school when  
 he/she can:

• Remove, hang up and recognise own coat
• Tidy up and return toys to their place
• Open and close velcro strap on shoes and runners
• Share and take turns
• Use the toilet by him/herself and is able to wash and 

dry hands
• Understand how to follow basic instructions and take 

direction
• Be quite comfortable for short periods of time
• Listen carefully for short periods of time
• Know when help is needed and how to ask for it

*We Know that all children learn at a different 
pace and that some children may have extra 
needs. We will work hard to support any needs 
your child may have.

3.  Enhancing Creativity and Imagination  
 in Your Child

• Talk and play with your child
• Encourage your child to use crayons paint and paper
• Encourage imaginative play
• Provide building and construction toys
• Allow them to play with sand and puzzles 
• Let children tell you their stories and dreams
• Listen to and enjoy time with your child

4. Activities to Prepare your Child

• Introduce writing patterns e.g. zig-zag using chunky 
crayons

• Painting with different materials e.g. large brushes, 
sponges, hands

• Pouring, stirring, mixing, rolling e.g. making play 
dough

• Cutting, sticking and gluing
• Threading boards, pegs, peg boards, lacing through 

holes and play dough
• Jigsaws, lego, sand play, telling stories from pictures, 

dressing dolls and teddies  

2. How to prepare your child for school

1. Encourage and support self confidence
• To play
• To be sociable
• To ask for help

2. Encourage Learning
• Read stories and nursery rhymes
• Do arts and crafts and creative activities for your 

child

3. Preparation
• Have an easy to open schoolbag
• Label your child’s coat, clothes and schoolbag
• Have a routine before going to school e.g. schoolbag 

prepared the night before
• Have a good bedtime routine
• Bring and collect your child on time
• Talk to your child about going to school and show 

them their new school
• Have a positive attitude about learning in school

27
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“Since starting working on Transitions with the school 
and other services I now know the principals, teachers, 

school environment and have links with other Early 
Years Services.” 



Transitions:  
Time Line

29

April
• Confirm the number of children enrolling in Primary School in September
• Clarify which local school’s the children will be attending
• Make initial contact with the Principal of the designated schools
• Introduce the Transition box to the children as an integral part of the 

curriculum.
• Meet with a liaison person from the school - e.g. the Junior Infant teacher 

or Home Liaison Officer and agree a date for  a visit to the school for 
children and /or parents

May
• Extend the children’s play with the Transition box i.e. introduce new 

language to the children- ‘lunch box’ ‘small lunch’ ‘homework’.
• Plan a visit for the children to ‘Big School’ - get parent’s pernmission, 

organise transport, chat to the children regarding their expectations
• Set a date for  a Parent talk by the Schools nominated person

June
• Visit the school with the children and  debrief when you arrive back after 

the excursion
• Invite the parents to the Information Talk, either in the Early Years 

Service or the  school itself
• Be available for any questions or queries from both Parents and children 

- assure them if you do not have the answer you will research it and get 
back to them. 
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 St. James's
Primary School

Barnardos Rialto Family Centre
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Dublin 8
Tel: 01 473 4746
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